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The worship of the Church over these three great days….. 

 

Maundy Thursday marks the beginning of the Three Great Days of the Christian year. From 

the Eucharist of the Last Supper on this night, our worship continues through to the joy of 

Easter morning in one extended act of prayer and praise. The service tonight has no ending.  

We will resume our worship with the Liturgy of Good Friday in the morning. 

 

As the church gathers tonight we listen to three stories:  the Passover event, St John’s 

account of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet and St Paul’s account of the Last Supper. These 

Gospel readings contain the Lord’s command to us (in Latin mandatum) and gives today 

its name, Maundy Thursday. In the end, if we would follow Jesus we must get down on our 

knees and love. 

 

There are various themes in this liturgy of Maundy Thursday: love and service expressed in 

the Gospel reading and focused in the ceremony of the washing of the feet; the institution 

of the Lord’s Supper which is celebrated by all our Parish clergy; and the approaching 

betrayal and death of Jesus, which we mark by the stripping of the altars. 

 

After the Church is stripped bare, the lights are extinguished and we enter into the Vigil or 

Watch. In the Watch we quietly watch and pray with Jesus as if we ourselves were in the 

Garden of Gethsemane.   

 

Our worship continues tomorrow …. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This rite of Holy Eucharist is from A Prayer Book for Australia (APBA), © 1995 The Anglican Church of Australia Trust 
Corporation, published under the imprint of Broughton Books. Hymns are from the Australian Hymn Book (AHB) and 
Together in Song (TiS), © 1977, 1999 The Australian Hymn Book Pty Ltd unless otherwise specified. Scripture texts 
are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible – Catholic Edition (NRSV), © 1989 the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Copyright material is used with permission.  
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The Order for Holy Eucharist for Maundy Thursday 
The congregation joins in with the responses in bold print 

 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

 Let us proceed in peace         

 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn  
 

O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst pray 

that all thy church might be for ever one, 

grant us at every Eucharist to say 

with longing heart and soul, 'Thy will be done': 

O may we all one bread, one body be, 

through this blest sacrament of unity. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Introduction to Maundy Thursday        

   
 

This is the night when Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of those 

who would kill him. This is the night when Christ took the towel and washed his 

disciples’ feet showing us the way to serve others as he himself serves us. This is the 

night  when Christ gave us this holy meal, that we who eat this bread and drink this 

cup may here proclaim his death until he comes in glory. 

 

Let us pray. 

O Christ, pouring yourself out, love drained to the last drop, 

release us from our sins.  

O Christ, kneeling as a servant, washing the disciples’ feet, shocking in your humility, 
help us to follow in your way.  

O Christ, taking bread and wine, crystal-clear in your awareness 

of the work you must complete,  

nourish us on your saving presence.  

O Christ, entering Gethsemane, falling on your face to pray, 

uncontainable in your broken heart,  

strengthen us to share your sufferings.  

Infinite, intimate God, 

this night you kneel before us and wash our feet. In awe and wonder, 

we lay ourselves bare 

to your redeeming acts of love. Amen.  

 

 

Confession           
 

God shows great love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. Let us 

then confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 

we have sinned against you 
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in thought, word and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do: 

we have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 

Father, forgive us. 

Strengthen us to love and obey you 

in newness of life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Absolution            
 

With our hearts turned to God in repentance, 

with the knowledge of our sins 

laid bare before the cross of Jesus Christ, 

in the name of the living God, your   sins are forgiven. 

Receive God’s mercy, take hold of forgiveness, 

and, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 

walk in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

The Collect for Maundy Thursday         
 

Grant, Lord,  

that we, who receive the holy sacrament 

of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

may be the means by which the work of his incarnation shall go forward: 

take, consecrate, break and distribute us, 

to be for others a means of your grace, 

and vehicles of your eternal love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
 

Old Testament - A reading from the book Exodus 

This reading provides instructions for the celebration of the Jewish ritual of Passover. It 

is hard to take hear the story of God ‘s intention to destroy the first born of Egypt. In the 

ancient world the first produce of farm and home belonged to the gods. Animals and 

grains ‘stood in’ for humans. The story of God bringing humanity from slavery to 

freedom in Egypt becomes a key to understanding Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  
 
 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you 

the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the whole 

congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 

family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 

join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 

number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; 

you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth 

day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it 

at twilight. 
 

They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 

houses in which they eat it.  They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it 
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roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw 

or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You 

shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you 

shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 

your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord.  For 

I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 

the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 

execute judgments: I am the Lord.  The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 

where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 

you when I strike the land of Egypt.  This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. 

You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall 

observe it as a perpetual ordinance.                      Exodus 12.1-14 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God  
 

 

Psalm       Ps. 116. 1-2, 11-18  

 
I love the Lord because he heard my voice: 

the  voice of  my supplication; 

Because he inclined his ear to me:  

in the day that I called to him. 

How shall I repay the Lord:  

for  all his  benefits  to me? 

I will take up the cup of  salvation:  

and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows  to the Lord:  

in the  presence  of  all his  people. 

Grievous in the  sight  of the  Lord:  

is the death of his faithful ones. 

O Lord I am your servant, your servant  

and the  son of  your  handmaid: 

you  have unloosed my bonds.  

I will offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving: 

and call upon the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord:  

in the presence of all his people, 

In the courts of the house of the Lord:  

even in your midst O Jerusalem.    Praise  the Lord. 

 

Glory to God:    Father  Son and Holy Spirit  

as in the beginning  so  now:     and forever  Amen. 
 

 

The Epistle - A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians  
 

The Corinthians had fallen into the bad practice of bringing their own food to the 

Eucharist and then not sharing equally. St Paul reminds them of the character of the 

meal we share at the Lord’s table—all are invited as equals, all receive an equal 

portion. Nothing else is fulfills Jesus’ command to do this in remembrance of him.  
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For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the 

same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you 

eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
1 Corinthians 11.23-26 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God 
 

READING 
For the bread, which you have broken; 

For the wine, which you have poured; 

For the words, which you have spoken— 

Now we give you thanks, O Lord. 

 

By this promise that you love us, 

By your gift of peace restored, 

By your call to Heaven above us, 

Hallow all our lives, O Lord. 

 

With the saints who now adore you 

Seated at the heavenly board, 

May the Church still waiting for you 

Keep love’s tie unbroken, Lord. 

 

In your service, Lord, defend us, 

In our hearts keep watch and ward; 

In the world to which you send us 

Let your kingdom come, O Lord. 

     

THE GOSPEL  
   

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
 

A reading from the holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Jesus removes and ‘lays down’ his outer garments and washes the disciples feet in 

an act of service that foreshadows the cross. Soon he will lay down his life—just as he 

has said earlier the good shepherd would do. In John’s gospel Jesus’ life is not taken 

from him but he lays it down himself (see John 10.18). Also, in the ancient world the 

body was likened to a garment.   
 

Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 

them to the end.  The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 

Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up 

from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he 

poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them 

Words:   Louis FitzGerald Benson 1925 
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with the towel that was tied around him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

"Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"  Jesus answered, "You do not know now what 

I am doing, but later you will understand."  Peter said to him, "You will never wash my 

feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me."  Simon Peter 

said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!"  Jesus said to him, 

"One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 

And you are clean, though not all of you."  For he knew who was to betray him; for this 

reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."  After he had washed their feet, had put on 

his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have 

done to you?  You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  

So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another's feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done 

to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are 

blessed if you do them.  
 

Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  

If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 

at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 

said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.'  I give you 

a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another."       John 13.1-17, 31b-35 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

The Sermon               

             

 

A SACRAMENT OF SERVICE         
 

In Christ’s name and improvising on his example, the gift of footwashing-washing takes 

place. The water is blessed. 
 

Love of God, 

poured out for the world: 

let this water be for us a source of life;  

as we share in this gift of kindness, wash away our fear, 

revive our faith, 

let your love shine through. Amen.  
 

When this act of service is complete the following prayer is said together: 

 

Christ, 

whose feet were caressed 

with perfume and a woman’s hair; 

you humbly took basin and towel 

and washed the feet of your friends. 

As we have touched one another in kindness,  

wash us with your tenderness 

that, embracing your service freely, 

we may spread your fragrance 
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among the ‘undeserving’ and ‘unclean’. Amen. 

 
 

The greeting of peace         
 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

 

A gesture of peace is shared. 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  
 

Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness, 

leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 

come into the daylight's splendor, 

there with joy thy praises render 

unto him whose grace unbounded 

hath this wondrous banquet founded; 

high o'er all the heavens he reigneth, 

yet to dwell with thee he deigneth. 
 

 

Thanksgiving for the gifts of God     

   
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation      

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share 

Accept and use them for your glory 

And for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.      

Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 

It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.      

Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 

fruit of the vine and work of human hands, 

It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation      

Through your goodness we have ourselves to offer; 

Fruit of the womb and bright image of your glory, 

We offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Words: Johann Franck 1649 

Trans. Catherine Winkworth 1863 

Music: Johann Cruger 1598-1662 

Tune: Schmücke Dich AHB 424 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY EUCHARIST – concelebrated by Ian and Michelle 
 

The Lord be with you.               

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,       

mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, who became obedient unto death, 

even death on a cross. 

 

He offered the one true sacrifice for sin,      

and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Laying aside his power as a garment, 

he took upon himself the form of a slave 

for you chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong, 

and what is low and despised in the world, 

even things that are not, 

to bring to nothing things that are. 

 

When his hour had come, in his great love               

he gave this supper to his disciples 

that we might proclaim his death, 

and feast with him in his kingdom. 

 

Therefore with angels and archangels,             

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Merciful God, we thank you          

for these gifts of your creation, this bread and wine, 

and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 

we who eat and drink them 

may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 
 

On the night before his suffering,       

Jesus earnestly desired to eat 

the passover of liberation with his companions. 

And on that night when he was betrayed 
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by one who dipped into the dish with him, 

Jesus took bread; 

and when he had given you thanks he broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take eat.  This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

 

After supper, he took the cup, 

and again giving you thanks 

he gave it to his disciples saying, 

‘Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant 

shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:             

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:   

proclaiming his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming again, 

we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 

for the sins of the whole world. 

 

 Renew us by your Holy Spirit,                

unite us in the body of your Son, 

and bring us with all your people 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

with whom and in whom, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

we worship you, Father, 

in songs of never ending praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 



 11 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND COMMUNION 

 
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,   

it remains just a single grain; but if it dies it bears much fruit. 

If we have died with him, we shall live with him. 

 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 

This is the table not of the Church, but of the Lord.          

It has been made ready for those who love him and who want to love him more. 

So come, you who have much faith and you who have little; 

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 

Come, with Thomas and Judas, 

Joses and the Marys 

Peter, James, John and Andrew, 

not because I invite you: it is our Lord; 

and it is his will that those who seek him should meet him here.  
 

 

Procession of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

After all have received communion and whilst the hymn is being sung, the Blessed 

Sacrament is set aside and processed to the ‘Altar of Repose’ (the Lady Chapel) for 

use tomorrow, Good Friday. 
 

 

       

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        
 

And being found in human form, Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto 

death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed 

on his that name which is above every name.      

 Philippians 2.8-9 

 

Holy God, source of all love, 

on this night of betrayal 

Jesus commended his disciples 

to love one another as he loved them. 

As that same love compels us to come to his supper, 

so we thank you for feeding us 

with the bread of tomorrow 

and the wine of the age to come. 
 

Through this holy communion make us one with him, 
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one with each other in the Body of Christ, 

and one in loving service of the world for which 

Christ accepted the cup of suffering.   Amen. 
 

There is no blessing in this service as our worship continues in one act of prayer and 

praise tomorrow (Good Friday) and then on to the Eucharist on Easter Eve or Easter 

Day. 
 

Then the crowd, with swords and clubs, laid hands on Jesus and arrested him …. and 

all of them deserted him and fled.   Mark 15.43.50 

 

The clergy depart, just as Jesus’ disciples fled upon his arrest. 
 

 

 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
 

The church is now stripped bare, as once Jesus was stripped by his executioners. 

 
 

 

The Vigil (Watch) is kept. We pray with Christ, sitting in the darkened church or Lady Chapel 

and simply ’watching’ as did the disciples in Gethsemane. Like them, we prefer sleep but 

we are exhorted to remain attentive to God’s presence and in response to Christ’s question: 

‘Could you not watch with me one hour?’  

 

 

 

 

 


